St. Alban’s
Church,
Bluebell Hill.

St. David’s
Church
Lordswood.

St. William’s
Church,
Walderslade.

We are currently holding services in all our churches
on a three-weekly cycle (see page 2.) It is certainly
quite different but also wonderful to be together in
worship and we are getting used to what is possible
in each setting.

Don’t forget that as we are offering just one
service each Sunday morning you are
welcome to come along (if it is safe for you
to do so) to any of the three churches even
if is not your ‘home’ space. The number of
chairs is increasing as we follow the
current guidance.
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So, coming back to church means:
❖ you should aim to arrive no more than 15
minutes before a service, but not less than 3
minutes to allow for hand sanitising, seating
etc.
❖ you will need to complete a consent form for
your name and phone number to be recorded
for NHS test & trace – please bring a pen –
and then why not take away a blank one and
bring it back completed next time so you don’t
need to queue!
❖ you must not allow children to run
around, not even in the grounds, there
are no toys, etc available in the churches
for youngsters.
❖ the wearing of face coverings is now
mandatory in all places of worship.
❖ if you need to use the toilets please be
aware of others: one in, one out!
❖ if you wish to chat to one another after a service
please maintain correct social distancing outside
the building!
Thank you!
This information is current at the time of writing (31st August).

Sunday 6th September
10.00am Holy Communion at St. David’s
Sunday 13th September
10.00am Holy Communion at St. William's
Sunday 20th September
10.00am Morning Worship at St. Alban’s
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As you will be aware, Paul and Yvonne joined
Holy Trinity a year ago following his ordination
as Deacon. Paul’s ordination as a priest should
be taking place on Saturday, 26th September,
3.00pm at St. Justus Church, Rochester.
Due to the current Covid19 restrictions and guidance it will
probably not be possible for members of our congregations to
be present at that service and even his first celebration of Holy
Communion in the parish will not be quite as anticipated.
We shall be aiming to accommodate as many as is safely
possible at St. William’s on 27th although the traditional ‘bring
& share lunch’ will not be taking place this time! You will be
kept in touch with any changes to these plans but please do
hold Paul in your prayers as he prepares for this day.

Sunday 27th September
10.00am Holy Communion at St. William's
celebrating Paul’s ordination as priest and
welcoming Rev. Canon Jean Kerr to preach.
*****

Paul will be hosting another discussion session this
month (via Zoom) on Sunday, 20th September
between 6pm and 7pm – if you want to take part or
suggest a topic, then please let him know.
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Catch up with previous sessions and speakers at
https://www.facebook.com/RochesterDeanery
*****
We continue to hold gatherings through the
platform of Zoom every week or so. Well done to all
who have managed to get online and join in. Here are some
dates to put in your diary.

Tea @ 3 – Tuesday, 8th September
Coffee Morning: Wednesday, 16th Sept – 10.30am
*****

The link to the service is posted on our Facebook page and
included in the weekly email. You can watch live or catch up
at any time afterwards.
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*****
Our monthly hour of prayer continues.
Trinity Prayers on Zoom:
7.30pm, first Thursday of the month
A time to come together in prayer
• for our parish and its people
• for the mission of God in this community
• for those who have asked for prayer
• for one another
All are welcome
Email Elaine or David for an invitation
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Within that ‘library of books’ we call
the Bible are five books which have
been gathered together to form The
Book of Psalms (or Psalter.) In the
early days of lockdown I suggested that
we might use our time to read through these 150 ‘songs’ and I
know some people did take on that challenge.
It is a varied collection, some only two verses long whilst
Psalm 119 has one hundred and seventy six (split into 22
sections, one for each letter of the Hebrew Alphabet!) No two
psalms are identical although there are some phrases which the
psalmist uses repeatedly. We are familiar with some as a
whole (Psalm 23) whlist from others a sinlge verse stands out.
(Psalm 22, v1.) There are psalms of praise and hope, psalms
of lamnet and despair. The psalmist is frequently
overwhelmed, ranting at God in the darkness and yet finding
peace and light in his presence.
Psalms have been at the heart of the worship of God’s people
(Jewish and Chrsitian) for thousands of years yet we often
overlook them is our own Sunday wotship. Perhaps we should
rediscover this ancient treasury?
Martin Luther claimed that the Psalms were a Bible in
minature, Bonhoeffer saw them as the Prayer Book of the
Bible, others find Christ revealed in them.
Contemporary theoplogiesn, Walter Breuggermann,
encourages us to see the life of faith expressed in the psalms.
Why not read the psalm set for each Sunday and use it for
your reflections and prayers through the following week?

Elaine
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Although we are now holding services we know that not
everyone will be able to ‘come back’ to Sunday worship so
here are the readings for the coming weeks.

Trinity 13 – 6th September
Exodus 12:1-14, Psalm 149, Romans 13:8-end,
Matthew 18:15-20
Almighty God, you search us and know us: may we rely on
you in strength and rest on you in weakness, now and in all
our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Trinity 14 – 13th September
Exodus14:19-end, Psalm 114, Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35
Merciful God, your Son came to save us and bore our sins on
the cross: may we trust in your mercy and know your love,
rejoicing in the righteousness that is through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Trinity 15 – 20th September
Exodus 16:2-15, Psalm 105:37-end, Philippians 1:21-end,
Matthew 20:1-16
Lord God, defend your Church from all false teaching and
give your people knowledge of your truth, that we may
enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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This Newsletter continues to be
sent out fortnightly by post and by email. In addition, there is
also a weekly ‘email only update’ that flies to inboxes each
Saturday and includes the link for the following week’s
Thursday Service – if you think you (or someone you know)
have slipped through either the print or electronic net do
contact Elaine straight away.
Don’t lose touch, if we don’t have your details then we can’t
contact you! Feel free to contact us at any time and share
ideas for what may now be possible in the churches and across
the parish.
*****
Congratulations to Carolyn and David
Burch on their triumph in our August Quiz
– look out for details of a September one!
*****
Rev. Elaine 01634 684888
elaine.cranmer@gmail.com
Rev. David 01634 862265
david.kichenside@gmail.com
Rev. Paul 07306 023483
revphtsc@btinternet.com
or visit the parish website
www.southchatham.org
and, of course our facebook page
Holy Trinity South Chatham
Some materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and
Prayers for the Church of England, which is copyright ©
The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England 2005.

Holy Trinity is a partnership between
the Church of England and the Methodist Church,
serving the communities of Blue Bell Hill, Lordswood and Walderslade.
A registered charity no. 1135416.
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