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sensitive services Christendom
has ever seen (with fantastic
music, a guest preacher and
deluxe refreshments) only for
everything to go back to normal
the following week. No, it was
all about invitation. And, when it
came to measuring success, the
only thing that mattered was ‘…
one person inviting one
person…’ It didn’t even matter
if that person actually attended.
What mattered was nurturing a
culture of invitation. Because,
when a culture of invitation and
welcome grows in a Christian
community, then sooner or later
people will respond. If we invite
someone to Church — “well
done” — we have done our bit.
We can then trust the Holy
Spirit to do the rest.
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Who remembers Back to
Church Sunday? B2CS for short!
15 years ago it was all the rage,
but the initiative now seems to
have been shuffled inside the
proverbial drawer in the kitchen
cabinet alongside discarded
dusters, pens, and old take away
menus. I mention B2CS
because it used to take place in
September, and it was a brilliant
idea — at least in principle.
B2CS was essentially about
encouraging Christians to invite
people to Church. It was never
about laying on the best seeker
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It sounds incredibly easy, but
there are plenty of reasons why
1

we don’t invite people. Some
reasons are practical: do we
have the time and/or do we
actually know anybody outside
the church? Some reasons are
intellectual or emotional: we
fear rejection and what people
might think when they walk into
the building. Other reasons are
spiritual: do we believe what
happens when we gather for
worship actually has cosmic and
eternal significance? If we do,
surely we wouldn’t wait a single
second to invite people?

whether you used to attend St
Alban’s, St David’s or St
William’s in the past, or
whether you’ve never crossed
the threshold of a church
before — consider joining us
this month!
All the details of our services
and events can be found below.
You will be made to feel most
welcome… And, I also
challenge those who are regular
attenders: who will you invite to
church in September?

David K

So… this is the Team Vicar,
cordially inviting you —

(Team Vicar)

*****

Sunday Worship in August

Sunday 4 September (Trinity 12)
10.00am

Holy Communion at St Alban’s, Blue Bell Hill

Sunday 11 September (Trinity 13)
10.00am

Holy Communion at St David’s, Lordswood
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Trinity prayers
Why not join us for an hour of prayer on the first Thursday of
each month? Next meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday 6
October at 26 Mayford Road, Lordswood (ME5 8SZ).
If you have a concern about which you would like prayer, or
something you for which you wish to thank God, our Prayer
Chain is here for you. Please contact Mary Horwell
(maryhorwell@blueyonder.co.uk) for more information.

On the Social side

*****

Coffee & Chat at St David’s on the second Friday of each
month between 10.30am and 12pm. Next dates: 9
September and 14 October.
Tea at Three 3pm onwards at St William’s. Keep an eye out
for the next date. We will advertise it soon!
Cornerstone Coffee Shop is open Monday-Friday from 10am
to 2pm and most Saturdays from 9am.

Communication

*****

Further information is available via weekly emails, our
Newsletter, website and Facebook page. If you are
unsure or want to get in touch, simply pick up the phone.

Rev. David 01634 862265

david.kichenside@gmail.com

Rev. Paul

revphtsc@btinternet.com

07306 023483
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September with guest speaker, Sheila Farmer, on “What Women
Wore”. Cost: £3 for visitors, or annual membership for £20.

In our prayers

*****

Sunday 18 September (Harvest/Trinity 14)
10.00am

Sunday 25 September (Trinity 15)
10.00am

We remember:
• the situation in Ukraine and other conflicts around the world
• those affected by political upheaval, the climate crisis,
poverty and natural disasters
• our Queen and the Royal Family in this year of her Platinum
Jubilee
• the UK Government and all in positions of leadership within
our local community
• our local food banks and all who work in essential services
• those who are struggling in our local communities, especially
those concerned about the cost of living crisis
• Rev. Elaine Cranmer in her retirement

Holy Communion at St William’s, Walderslade
Morning Worship at St Alban’s, Blue Bell Hill

*****

Harvest Time
Our Parish Harvest celebrations take place earlier this year. Each
of our services in September will focus on God’s goodness seen
in creation and encourage us to pray for the world, especially the
impacts of climate change.
On 18 September, at our Holy Communion service at St William’s,
we will be collecting non-perishable food and other items to
support the work of the Medway Foodbank. The most up-to-date
Shopping List is below. Alternatively, donations can be made
online https://medway.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/.

• Our Parish, in this time of vacancy
• our Diocese, the churches of Rochester Deanery and our
incoming Bishop, Jonathan Gibbs, who will be installed on 24
September at Rochester Cathedral
• the churches of the North Kent Methodist Circuit and all
ministers and lay-staff
• those preparing for baptism and confirmation
• for couples preparing for their wedding day
• those who are sick and in pain or distress
• those who have recently lost loved ones, especially the
families of those recently departed
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David K
(Team Vicar)

July-August '22 Shopping List
We currently need the following items - your help in meeting the needs
of others is appreciated.
• Tinned Potatoes
• Tinned meat e.g. ham, corned beef • Milk - UHT/long-life
• Dried Milk Powder
• Instant Coﬀee - small jars/packs
• Drinking Chocolate powder
• Long Life Fruit Juice
3

• Squash/soft drinks
• Sponge Puddings
• Tinned Fruit
• Evaporated milk
• Jam, marmalade
• Peanut butter, meat/fish paste
• Sugar - 500g/small packs
• Toothbrushes and toothpaste
• Shampoo
Nappies - sizes 3, 5+, 6 and 6+
Toiletries for baby
Deodorants
Shaving Foam
Washing-up liquid
Cleaning/anti-bac spray
We CURRENTLY PREFER NOT TO RECEIVE more:
baked beans, pasta, and tinned soup.
THANK YOU for joining us to help stop UK hunger! Your support makes
a diﬀerence.

*****

Bible Focus and Prayer
Trinity 12 – 4 September
Deuteronomy 30.15-20, Psalm 1,
Philemon 1-21 & Luke 14.25-33

God of constant mercy,
who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Trinity 13 – 11 September

the riches of the sea
and the rhythm of the seasons:
as we thank you for the harvest,
may we cherish and respect this
planet and its peoples through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Exodus 32.7-14 Psalm 51.1-11
1 Timothy 1.12-17 & Luke
15.1-10
Almighty God,
you search us and know us:
may we rely on you in strength
and rest on you in weakness,
now and in all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Trinity 15 – Sunday 25
September
Amos 6.1a, 4-7, Psalm 146, 1
Timothy 6.6-19 & Luke 16.19-end

Harvest/Trinity 14 – Sunday Lord God,
defend your Church from all
18 September
false teaching and give to your
Deuteronomy 26.1-11, Psalm 100, people knowledge of your truth,
Philippians 4.4-9 or Revelation
that we may enjoy eternal life in
14.14-18 & John 6.25-35
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Creator God, you made the
goodness of the land,

In the community

*****

Cuppa for Over 60’s at the Village Hall on Blue Bell Hill from 1pm
onwards. A delicious afternoon tea for those aged over 60. Next
date: Monday 5 September. Entrance £3.
St Alban’s Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month
from 2pm at St Alban’s, Blue Bell Hill. Next meeting, Monday 19
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